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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13,

The attitude of the Republican party
of New Mexico has always heen con-
sistent on the question of the admission
of the territory as a stave. We favored
the admission of the territory when the
Democratic party was nnited in their
nppusit"un Lgainst it. We still faver
its admission, believing that there is no
good and substantial reason for keeping
us ot of the Union ns n state and he-
lieve that this can best be accomplished
by the election of a delegate to congress
who is in harmony with Republican
politics and principles.—Repunblican
Platform, New Mexico, 1898,

e p——

The silence which has hrooded over
the land regarding crosses and orowns,
HAnee o certain would-be president was
cottiissioned o colonel of volunteers,
will now be roken, The calongl has re-
slgned.

Friends of stutehood for New Mexico
should not allow the members of con-
Kress to forget that the tepritory 12 en-
titled to admigsion Into the Unlon ag g
Hate. There is no time Hke the present
o drop letters o Congressman ———,
Wishiington, . ., contalning a polite
Feriedt 1o consider New Mexico's desire
in o Gwvorable manner,

e ——

The mising of sugar besta on the pro-
lands dn the vichnity of Banta Fe
v the manufoetary of sugar from the
beate by n factory located in the clty
will work a transformation in the Rio
Santa e and
Santn Fe eounty,
pul the o

dutive

Rin Grande valleys of
The proper time to
o golng Is right now.

T the desporate camp rows continue,
It will not he long before the fatalitles
from ton much activity aneng the solid-
fers wiitle dolng nothing, will eutnum-
ber those of the engngements of the
war with 8pnin. The men evidently en-
Hated to fight, and are bound to carey
put thelr purpnse,

e —— e — T~

Statenood and sugar beets will “maka
de mon™ for New Mexico, and the day
I8 nit Far distant when—well, the prap-
erty owners af the territory will he eall-
Ing themselves all kinds of numbskulis
for not having taken up and pushed to
success the gecuring of both the change
of government and the enterprise of
rafsging swestness and money at one and

Eh thme
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Newsphpers In the sections which
have been suffering from the extreme
cold of the past week are teyving to oon-
gale thelr poaders by comparihg the
temperature with that  of  Kiondike,
which, In last January. chazed the mer-
cury down tn 82 dewrves  below zero,
There may be considerable congplation
in knowing that people  suffer
more from colid, bat 11 dode not pay for
conl and wond
R e —————

nther

Denver i= evidently  seeking unique
notoriety  ugaine The papers of that
elty tell of & man who went before the
ol county eommissioners of Arap-
reguestad that taxes

bonril
county and
e againgt certaln real estate
ownad by him, pointing out that for two
yeurs the nssessor had missed the land.
Bince this propecty pwner I8 n Metho-
dist, Wew Mexleo will at once take act-
ive steps to Induee Methodists to settle
in the territory.

Philadelphin oiny be slow and sleepy,
it when that elty settlea down on the
tradl of bank wreckers, the guilty ones
would ag well suereonder and vonféss at
onee, ns the evants of the past month
testify., There I8 0 whole Iot In the old
suying of “stow, but sure,'" after all,
ald some of the ather municipalities in
the country could follow the example
of the “City of Brotherly Love' swith
proft and beneflt,

T e S —

Times mugt be awful hard In New
York. The wife of o prominent clergy-
man and the wife of a trust and savings
corporation pregident have been arrest-
ed for stealing Christmas presents for
thelt husbandg from the large depart-
met stores of that city. New Yorkers
should be more liberal when the contri-
bution box passes and banking presi-
dents should be careful how they hold
on 1o the family purse strings, even If
hiterest rates have been reduced.

e e ————

The death of General Callxto Garcla,
which oceurred in Washington on Sun-
dny. removes the ablest of the Cuban
leaders  from the troubles and disap-
pointments of this world. The general
had spent many years of His life In
fighting for the fresdom of his native
Iglund, having been engaged in the reve
olutions against Spain’s rule of the past
quarter of g contury, and it seems like
the frony of fate for him to have been
tnken away when the fulfillment of his
hopes and endenvors wepre glmost renl-
izged, and not be permitted to geo the
end.

r———r o
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The French, us & natlon, are s funny
people, When they want to lynch a
vietim of popular displeasure pnd are
prevented by the pollee or soldiery, they
content themselves by shouting “Spit
upon him" In his hearing. In Amerlon
iynchings are conducted in a manner
that 158 more gerlous for the vietim and,

llm- entally. to the men or forees whoe

attempt to prevent the pleasant affair
Thi the Amerleans have alwayg
taken e oo serdously, in mor
thikn onie,

Lact ix
wuys
e — ey
Those semtors who are fearful that
the constitution of the Tnlted
cannot stand the strain of the annesa-

States

tion of the Philippines, oconpy expetly
the Of e
grent majority of the people as the man
who locked the barn after the horse was
did, The treaty pluce Just
concluded provides for the rellngulah-
ment of authovity in the islandgs 1o this
country, which virtunlly means anpex-
The treaty will be ratified and
the fawsmiths of the senate will have
had their talRing all for nothing. 10 the
oppsition to the treaty which s muk-
ity s0 much noise in the senate chnniber
i® pluying to the galleries, it has made
A mistake In the audlence,
e ——

American Imperialism.
The anti-expansionists of the conntry
are undonbtedly sincere in their opposi-
tion to the new policy which has been
forced apon the United States by the
war with Spaln, but it is doubtful if
they realize the full meaning and effect
of the annexation of the [slands which
have fallen under the protection of a
nation which in 100 years Hos built up a
country and & civilization
which are not exealled by any in the old
warld, D David J. Hill, assistant sec-
retary oft the state of New Yark, has
grasped the meaning of the word “im-
perialism’ as applied to the sentiment
which has swept over the land in favor
of retalfing the islands coded 1o the
[nited States by Spain, and in an ad-
delivered, defined Lhe

satme position o the eyes

#tolen of

ation,

achieved

dress
warid as follows:

“Tmperinlism is the magnanimity of
this republie In extending the sheltéring
wings of its protection over thoge whom
the war has lbherated from oppression
nnd misery.”

Could it have been stated more con-
cisely or more clearly? It ie troe that
the govermment hag bever nad auy ex-
perience in dending witn eolonles, but it
ig equally as true that In dealing with
new questions the ppople of the TTnited
States have seldom, If ever, made any

recently

serious migtakes, The same abjections
which are made to the annexation of the
Phillppines, Puerto Rico and, perhaps,
Cubn, are the same as were raised when
the great Lonlgiana purchase was made,
whepeby the groat west of the T'nlon
was nequlred and from which hag been
oreated an emplre teeming with popula-
tiem, rich In natural resources and ns
cultired and loyval ng the older portions
of the natlon,  The idea that it is the
intention of the men who gre now urg-
ing the retention of the new possessions
Tfor the purpose of ol once making states
of them, of admitting the half elvilized
Inhabitants of many of them to citizen-
ship, I ervoneous and unjust. Left to
themselves, they would saon fall prey to
ather countrles whose forme of govern-
ment are not ealenlated to bhetter the
conditions which now exigt, and those
who take a true view of the duty of the
United Btates know the purpose in view
is to affomd protection, to edueate and Lo
civilize

The process of Hfting people who have
been oppressed for centurles to a high
plane of living Is slow and often dls-
eouraging, a4s this country knows by 8ad
experiones with millions of slaves who
were ohee owntiid In the south, Bul o
duly hasg been clearly defined by the
hand of desting, and it cannot be shivk-
The undertaking is undoubtedly an
arvduots one, beset with many diflleut-
ties and attended by much expense, bhut
what would the anti-imperialists have
the nation do? Abandon the unfartunate
peoples to thelr fate and make no effort
to extend education and eivilization, to
nothing of the advantages to be
galned o commercial way? The fear
of danger has defeated many beneficent
enterpriges i this world and ralned
many natlons, but the Ameriean people
have never yet been deterred from do-
ing thelr duty to fellow-men by any
such eravenness,

The cry that is raised that to annes
the Phillppines and other Islands will
destroy the Monroe doclrine, shatter the
congtitution and bring disastrous wirs
in the future is not believed by the vory
men  who are erylng out the loudest,
They are timid and dread to undertuke
that which is new: they are actuated
by selfish motlves, although they may
ey to mike themselves belleve that
they are acting out of patriotic mo-
tives. The U'nited States has a part 1o
be avolded. The country ean not return
to the jzolated position it held prior to
the war with 8pain. The American re-
publie has been forced to take a position
among the nations of the world as a col-
oniger and a civillzer by a power which
will not he disobeyved, and that power
will guide safely through the troubles
which may possibly arise in the course
which It has mapped out.

Dr, Hill I8 correct in his definition of
the American imperialism, and that
protection must be extended to those
who have borne the yoke of appression
for centuries; human hands and minds
cannot withhold it

A TIME TO LAUGH

say

Practical, Able and Interesting Dis-
course Preached Last Sunday by
Rev, W, Hayes Moore

IN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Bpiritual, Physical, Moral, Psychological
Reasons Why Men 8hould Look on Bright
Bide of Life and Contribute Toward
Its True Enjoyment,

Eicclesiates, iil, 4: “A time to laugh."
Man i the only animal that ean laugh.
The horge cannot laugh, The dog cannot
langh. The cat eannot laugh. The burro
cannot laugh. I sometimes wish the bur-
ro could lnugh, for laughter would cer-
tainly be much more agreeable to the
nerves of most people than the burro's
present method of expressing his sen.
timents, Hut laughter (s an endowment
that |g given only to man, and yet man
does not vilue this endowment at one-
tenith of fts worth., Some of us look as
it we hud not had a good, rolllcking
lnugh for many long years, not since,

wronurd by the school hougs, 1F you stood
betfore an audience gs often as 1 do, vou
wuitld see [ots of people who look like
this ghost of melancholy just et loose
froan the graveyard., Oh, the fuces that
It I8 almost ime.

Oh, the fur-
Iongitudinally
SUroRs B0 many conntenances! Oh, the
months that have the corners both
turned down, not turned up! If by some
el ostartle

have giown so long!
possible o measure them.

rows that are plowed

cireumetancs
peaple  into a  lasugh, what o
change! It Is like (he sun bursting
through the clouds and covering the
landscape on a dark, chilly day. “Give
me an honest laugher,” sald 8lr Walter
Seott, and he himself could laugh up-
rodarously.  Yes, glve all of
who can speak a hearty “Good morn-
ing™ when they to the break-
fust tble, and people who can whistle
and keep their courage up when they
have to go through a dark  woods at
night, or through the still darker trials
lite. There s more religion. 1 tell
you. In a laugh than there s in a growl,
and more In a smile than there is In a
frown; and more ina shout than there
Is In i bowl, Solomon knew what he was
talking about when he suld there is a
time to laugh.

I make no apology for selecting  this
text or Tor Introducing this subject Into
the pulpit. For many of us, life is too
gertous und too somber, There s far
more  shade than there Is sunshine,
There is ton much night and not enough
duy;  too much bemonning and coms-
plaining and not encugh praising and
thnnksglving,  And Shakespenre
says, “The fault is in ouraclves, and not
In our #tars, that we are underlings,”
We necd not eat googeberries and green
persimmons unless: we want to do so.
sStrawberrles are just as casily cultiva-
and they far more palatable,
nnd they do not distort the face unto
ull gorts of shapes, There I no good
reagon wihy any ane of ug should go
divwn beneath the burdens of life's cares
und  deappointments and  afMietlons,
There ls no good reason why e should
not have for vou and me and every oth-
er person, as a counterbalancing bless-
ing, 4 o] mensure of Joy and mirth
and cheer; Now 1 do not speak as one
whose oourse has always been smooth.
I have not been moving all these yenrs
of my life lelsurely and eomfortably
adown a pleasant stream whose elther
hank wae bordered with blooming
fowers and fragrant plans. Ah, no! 1
have known hardship and struggle and
have felt the sting of adversity and
have had to fight my way amid un-
friendly  conditlong, Before  eleven
yeurs of life hod gone, | watched my
mother—that dearest, most apprecin-
tive friend=leave her home and her
four boys and mount upward to the
In a far-distant state, T have
Indd wway beneath the gresn-sward, two
of the fairest little children that ever
brightened a home on earth and beck-
uned toward a home above., And 1
hnve seen my fondest hopes decay and
my hest plang misearry, because ill-
Henlth begt me back and kept me from
achlevement, | speak (o you one
who hns passed throngh ke afflietions
with yourselves, T know gomething of
the welght of youy sorrow, something
of the sharpness of your paln, some-
thing of the keenness of your dlsap-
polntment. And still T say we eannot
ufford not to cultivate the happy, joy-
ous side of TG we onnnot aflord not to
develop the mirvthful, bouyant, exuber-
ant part of nature, Tioeve is “a time to
Inugh'"  There is need of  laughter,

Good-nature 8 sometimes the gift of
Godd, There are people who are born
with it. They come into the worid with
siv lnrge 4 supply of good cheer that It
Keeps them golng until they leave the
warld and are rendy for the eternal
good cheer of heaven, They begin life
HEe Whittler's barefoot boy, with his
whistled tunes,” and “his turn-
pantaloons,”  with  his *“oul-
ward sunshine” and “inward foy,"” and
evien when old nge has overtaken them
they still know how Lo laugh and whis-
e and rejoles. There f8 one thing In
the ¢haracter of the negro that ougat
to communnd everybody's pespect, and
that Is his dispositlon to be happy. 1
i not billeve there i3 another person
in the world who {8 able to make sgo
much out of his circumstances. He
may have very few of this world's
goonds and not more than half enough
to eat, but le {2 bound to get some real
pleagure out of his surroundings. 1In
Florida T saw  nogroes who had no
place to sleep but under the plne Lrees,
and no place to cook thelr meals but
the coals of plne knots;, and yet un-
questionably they were the happlest
people T met, singing at thelr work,
and woere singing when they had no
work. A writer In a Chleago paper re-
lates that, during a cold time in that
cly, when the thermometer was far be-
low he pasgsed along o street
where & number of workmen weres dig-
ging o trench. There were several na-
tionalties represented, and among them
one negro, The white men were shiv-
ering and growling and curaing, and
were sullen, thinking only of thelr hard
lot.  The negro would every now and
then throw down his pick and fling his
arms about him to start up the elreula-
tion, and then go to his work agaln
singing ag loud as his lungs would let
him, Such a digposition {8 better than
a miat of money, It matters n’ wlhisth-
or it be possessed by a swarthy son of
Africa or the falrest and most beputi-
ful Anglo-8axon. There are worse
things in this world than a black skin,

Guod-nature, that s mnot Inherited,
can be acquired. No one s born into
the world whoge deatiny Is necessarily
that of a misanthrope or a hypochron-
driac or a pessimist. The sunshine |s
free to all. Tt comes down upon the
earth every day, It Is our fault if it
never finda its way Into our hearts and
faces, If we turn our backs to the light,
of eourse we will be In a shadow. Bv-
ery man knows that he could sing, if he
wanted to, every time he swears; he
could laugh, it he chose to do so, every
time he growls; he could whistle every
time he spits firs; he could be pleasant
and amiable every time he |s disagree-
able and ugly. It is simply a question
of will or will not. Tt Is simply a ques-
tlan of cultivating those habite and
moods and feelings that keep the heart
cheery and give the waords a merry
ring, or those hablts and moods and
feelings that keep the heart gloomy
and give the words g sharp, grating
sound. T often think of the old story of
the man and wife putting up the stove
In the fall. The hushand stood upon a
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nerhaps, we left  the dear, old play- ohafr gotting the foints of nipe together,

The good wify stood heside him to sup-
ply him with whatever was neoded for
thie aperation.  BBut the joints would not
g0 together eaxlly, They slipped, and
the good man skinned his fingers and
let out a few uncuphonious expletives.
The good wife wus complacent and said
only “8ing the doxology, John,” Not
bad advice, you will admit, even ir it
was o little hard to toke under the cle-
cumestinees.  You ceannot sing and be
ungry at the same time,
curative power sometimes In
round, ringing laugh, than there is in a
whole drug store. It is worth tiving asg
a cure for alinost any disease or morbid
dlgpasition. Most of us do not laugh
half enough.

Gond-nature has great hyglenic val-
ue, It legthens life and Keeps
young, while the halr is turning gray.
It mitigntes the pains and diseomforts
of disease and dipability, IU s the very
best lotlon known for keeping away the
wrinkles from the faoe and forchead and
the corners of the eyes, A good woman
wias once applauded by o small elrele of
friends for her goodness and cheeri-
ness, She begged them to say no more
“for," sald she, “though I do try to
be good and bright and cheerful from
some really high motives, I have one
reagon which 1 fear I8 & low oL "
“What do you mean?" was the query.
“I mean,”" she continued *“that I onge
heard that beauly after fifty vears, de-
pended not so much upon the features
as upon the character. Like ull women,
[ degire to be beautiful, and as Prov-
Idence has denled me the features nec-
@S8ATY to secure that result in early life,
[ determined to make the attempt to
be beautiful at fifty. 8o 1 try to be
good and cheery and see the bright
side.” There was sound philosophy In
every word that the woman sald. Sol-
omon knew his physiology when he told
the people in one place that there was
a time to laugh and in o another place
that g merrvy heart doeth good like med-
leine, A happy thought has struck me
lntely to try to reduce my drug store
billg by more laughter and less medi-
cine. Lpughter is cheaper, and, 1 be-
gin o think, quite as efflcacious, A
friend of Lowrd Palmerston. closely ng-
soviated with him, said onee that for
twenty yvears he never saw the great
prime minister angry with one excep-
tion, and then the provoention was un-
usually aggravating. Who can tell but
Palmerston's great longevity was due
to his equanimity and good humor!?
Spurgedn suys that the only thing an-
ger ever lmproves 18 the curve of a
cat's back, When a mnn gets hig back
up it spoils hig figure. Sydney 8mith
wng an Invalid for some years before he
died, but he warded of the dismal ef-
lects of disease by keeping up his spir-
Its, In rvesponse to an inquiry one day
about his health, he sald, “I have gout,
asthma and several other maladles, but
am otherwise very welll” And in one
of his last letters, when he was much
emaciated and falling rapidly, occurs
this sentence, “If you see sixteen or
elghteen pounds of flesh wanting an
owner, they belong to me."” One of Lhe
most popular and enjoyvable humorists
on the platform today s Marghall P
Wilder. He is o hunch-buek and I have
renson to know that he is an almost
congtant guiferer, but he lnughs himself
and makes others laugh and forget his
distresges, O T am sure that most of us
do not yot know how to estimate the
hygienie value of a laugh. There are
thines In e when it s better than a
whole heef and wirehouse full of
flour. It Ig food and medicine and com-
fort altogether, Learn to laugh, you
who have forgotten, and laugh often,

Laughter affects religion. A mprose
disposition diseolors the whole land-
aonpe of truth, even Gospel truth, Good
natire mukes one gentle and  tender
and charitable, makes one think n great
dial of Heaven and our Father's love,
A erusty nature makes one hargh and
eritical and exacting. makes one think
often of the plaee of punishment and
our Father's stern justice., John Cul-
vin was a constant sufferer from dis-
ease, If he had not been, we wounld not
know sp much today about the severe
and  harsher features of Calvinism.
“No one can estimate,” says Tan Mac-
laren, “how much Germany has gained
from Lauther's genial and robust nature,
or Seotland lost because Calvin was a
chronle invalid, and John Knox a brok
en man.” Too much of our theology in
the past has had the dyspepsin, and T
o not wonder that there Is a vigorous
renction against It today, It used to be
that all the strong, stirring, roystering,
full-blpoded boys were sent to study
faw or medicine, or Into a business ca-
reer, and the slokly, deformed, half-
allve lads who played no games and had
no sports, entered the ministry. But
it Inst the decree has gone forth that
the pulpit shall cease to be a refuge for
Ineurables, and that men with robust
views of life, who are physically
healthy, or, If not, are able at any rate
to keep their allments from dominating
thelr convictions, that such men shall
teach ug theology and religious duty,
We want a Areed In these times that
will not regard laughter as a misde-
meanor, and innocent amusement os
eriminal indulgence, The attitude of
the Puritan was, "1 will forego all
pleasures until I have crushed out Cav-
aller vices" It was so akin to religlon
that the {wo became identical, and
many forms of the most harmless
pleasure came to be regarded as re-
volting Inlquities, Macaulay says
that the Puritans objected to bear-bait-
ing, not because it tormented the bear,

but because it gave pleasure to the

spectators, Now I protest that the reli-
gion that will not allow us to cultivate
the mirthful side of our natures, that
will not allow Innocent plensures as an
offeet to life's hard tasks and heavy re-
sponsibilites, Is not of much terrestrial
value, 1 do not belleve that Chriat ever
Intended that we should postpone all
Joy and merry-making until the next
world. I know that Christ did say, “Be
not of sad countenance as the hypo-
crites are,” and that Paul sald to the
Philippines and 'Thessalonians, “Re-
jolee," “rejoice,” “rejoles,”  and,
therefore, I Dbelleve In  laughter
and mirth and pleasurable recre-
ation and harmless  hilarity, I
thank God that we can laugh untll our
gides almost &plit without dolng vio-
lence to any one of God's most sacred
commandments.

But how are you going to laugh when
you can't? There must be an exciting
cause, you say. Perhaps so, perhaps
not. Did you ever force yourself to
laugh when you were gloomy? Well, I
have, and T know It can be done, and ll

There Is more

0w gaod,

one

know that it stirred me up into o hettey i
mond and made others Inugh too,  Hut
if vou must have an exeiting cause, let
me give you one of two or three, Cul-

tivate the acquaintance of little chil-
Did you ever hear such uproar-

dren.
ous lnughter anywhere a8 comes from
the pluyground? DId  you ever hear |
such peals of jollity as burats every |
day Mrom  the exuherant
childhood? Ol the
enres of manhood fust to Hsten and Join
I thide rollicking sport!  And then the
savings of children—why, they are fun-
nier than Mark Twaln and Je h Al-
len's Wife and Jerome K. Jerome all
put together, A little girl came to ey

hosoms  of

how it alleviates

said: “Mama, I do like Mr. A's storles
g0 mueh” “Why," usked the mother,
“Recauss,” was the najve answer, “they
have no morals.”  Another little girl
went Home from chureh on n Sabbath
andd told the household in great glee that
the minister was going to crucify her
little brother the next 8abbath. “Cruei-
fy him! Oh, no: you mean sancetify
him.” =ald a sister. “No, erucify him."
persisted the younger one, and the fact
was that the minister had announced
infant baptizm. T heard of a little boy
onee “’]Il] \'u':l]lll'i.] L0 8y BevVen (mayoers
on Bunday so as to get them off his
hands for the ather days of the week.
And T have told some of you before of
the urchin who prayed, "Lord, make me
a good boy: and if at first you don't
succeed, try, try agains'® If vour ncs
gualntance with children does not make
vour old soul young and your longltudi-
nal face break into latitudinariansmiles
wnd lnughs, then you are hard to reach.
You cannot help singing to yourself:
“Men are only boye grown tall,

Hearts don't change much after all,"”

Ledrn to love nature. COultivate the
friendship of the birds and domestle an-
Imnls. See the beauty of flowers and
treea and forest and mountaln and
atream. T do not mean that these things
will necessarily make you laugh, but
they will make yon happy and cheer«
ful. And yet T have often laughed out-
rlght at the pranks of kittens and pup-
pieg at play and at the antics of lamhs
and even young plgs, Have you never
Ialn in bed on a bright spring morning
and listened to a bird warble forth its
tuneful music in the maple tree by your
window? How soothing and exhilarat-
ing it was! And then another bird caome,
and still another, and another, all join-
ing in the heartsome chorus, until there
wng a whole family of birds holding
famlly worshlp together, Where is the
man or woman who can go down stairs
disgruntled and peevish after such a
econcert ag thot?

Have music in the household, voeal
mugie and instrumental. 8ing, even if
you do make some discords and are not
In any senge o prima donna, Sing any-
how, merrily, cheerily. Don't keep the
organ covered or ghut up, or the plano,
Do not'let it be silent for a week or even
for a day; and if you eannot have these
Instruments, have an accordeon or a
mouth-organ or a Jew's-harp, eome
thing, The soul must have music or it
will look cross and feel cross and spenk
crogs,  When you arve young, perhaps,
you with prefer o schottische or o two-
step or a march or a comic song, and
when yvou are older you will ke best
the “"Sonita Pathetique” or Portuguese
hymn or “Balerma” or “Retreat.” But
however that may be, nll ages, from ba-
byhond to decrepitude, are made happy
by the harmonies of sweet sound,  Chil-
dren, flowers and musiec were Luther's
three weapons ngaingt the devil of mel-
incholy and disheartenment. Let us try
them.

OF course, there are others, There are
tectures and entertainments and  good
stories and gnmes and sports and ath-
letles and gymnastics and books and
papers and pletures and what not. By
all means, have pletures on the walls of
the hame. Tf you cannot have crayons
and engravings and etchings and paint-
Ings in oll and water colors, then have
chromos and lHustrations from our pe-
rlodieals and advertisements. Anything
ig better than bare walls. And I know
gote one has been saying to himself,
“How about the go-called prohibited
amusements—dancing and card playing,
and theater going, which go many of our
churches either forbld or discourage?
Well, you notice I have referred to these
last, and, to be frank with you, T think
that is where they belong, They are ton
often harmful instead of heipful. But
to be stlll more frank, T will say that, in
my judgment, it is the abuse of these
rather than their use that is to be deri-
ously protested against. Indulged In
moderately, guardedly, they need not
be a hindrance or &8 harm. What I am
trying to emphasize is that human nat-
ure requires diversion and recreation
and amusement, and that the religion of
Jesus encournges and does not forbid
except where there ls excess and in-
jury. There are times when we must
unbend, for a little while, the stiff har-
ness of our accustomed tasks, and relax
the strain of responsibllity and lubri-
cate the joints of life, and I, for one, am
glad that S8olomon has told us gso plain-
Iy, and the rest of the Bible Indorses his
statoment, that there I8 "a time to
laugh."

My dear friends, T have had a most
serlous purpose this morning In every
word that I have spoken. I hope I
have not even seemed to be trivial or
frivolous. 1 want you to belleve, with
me, that the falth of Christ denles you
no joy or healthful pleasure., Mirth and
laughter are among the best Ingre-
dlents. Realizing this, I want you men
to move through life as a band of mu-
sic moves down n street, sending out
pleasure to everybody on every side,
And, as the honeysuckle hangs over the
doorwny of many an eastern home and
greets each comer with its delicious fra-
grance, 80 may you women, wives and
mothers, and slaters, and daughters,
cling to your homes and send out the
sweet fragrance of your lves of good
cheer Into every heart. My best wish
this morning to every one of you for
soul happiness and heaven's benedie-
tion.
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